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JAMES SULLIVAN — NATIONAL RUGBY LEAGUE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.11 pm]: On 24 September the 
National Rugby League held its annual One Community Awards in Sydney, where Perth local James “Sully” 
Sullivan received the honour of being named as the NRL’s national volunteer of the year. I would like to offer 
my sincere congratulations to Mr Sullivan for this outstanding achievement. Importantly, he is the first person 
from Western Australia and the first outside New South Wales to take out this award. I would also like to take a 
moment to acknowledge the immense contribution that James Sullivan has made to the promotion, development 
and growth of rugby league in WA. 
Born and raised in New South Wales, James moved to Perth in 2006 and immediately became a committed and 
passionate member of the South Perth Lions Rugby Football Club, where he went on to become junior president. 
Harbouring a strong passion for increasing and promoting youth participation in the sport, James runs numerous 
local development programs and since 2007 he has been a volunteer coach for junior sides within the club. 
Combined with helping out with refereeing, managing the club’s ground announcements and organising team 
barbeques, I believe that James Sullivan epitomises the selfless community spirit which characterises our local 
volunteers who devote significant amounts of their personal time to ensuring that our local sporting clubs remain 
strong. 

However, James’ contributions to rugby league do not end with the South Perth Lions. In 2009 Mr Sullivan 
formed his own rugby league talk show called League Talk, which is broadcast on Sport FM. In fact, James self-
funded the talk show for the first three years of its existence. Mr Sullivan is the president of the Men of League 
chapter in Perth, an organisation that aims to provide assistance to rugby league players, coaches, referees 
officials and administrators from all levels of the game, and their families, who have fallen on difficult times. 
As a passionate, sports-loving Western Australian James “Sully” Sullivan is a worthy and fitting recipient of the 
NRL’s national volunteer of the year award. My congratulations are also extended to the Kimberley Rugby 
League Association, which was nominated as one of three finalists in the NRL’s grassroots club of the year. This 
also is a terrific achievement. On behalf of the WA government, I extend a collective thank you to Mr Sullivan, 
the Kimberley Rugby League Association and all Western Australians who selflessly commit to volunteering at 
their local clubs. Their tireless efforts rightly deserve to be acknowledged in this place. This government 
recognises that volunteers like Mr Sullivan fulfil a crucial role within the operation of local sports clubs. That is 
why, as part of the $20 million Sport 4 All program, $4 million has been allocated to the community volunteer 
program, which will provide much needed funding to help clubs recruit, train and retain a new generation of 
volunteers. 
Once again, congratulations to James Sullivan for his outstanding contribution to rugby league in Western 
Australia. The commitment, passion and devotion shown by Mr Sullivan to the development of this sport within 
the WA community should be commended by everyone present in this chamber today. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Hear, hear! 
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